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Sustainable Schools 

- supporting student learning & environmental citizenship for 
tomorrow’s sustainability challenges
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Structures & Policies - NSW & Australia

Learning Resources

School Planning – a NSW perspective

Energy Education Program

Sustainable Schools
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Policies

NSW Department of Education & Training

Environmental Education Policy 
for schools 2001

Student Learning is focussed on 

• School Grounds 

• Resource Management 

Schools develop a School 
Environmental Management Plan
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Environmental Education Policy 2001
- supports a programmed, syllabus linked approach to 
students learning about the environment. 
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NSW Environmental Education State Plan

‘Learning for Sustainability’

Linking environmental education actions 
state and local government departments, 
non-government organisations and other 
groups with common objectives

- allows a collaborative approach 
to achieving outcomes LfS cover
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Australian Government 

‘Educating for a Sustainable
Future’

a National Education Statement 
for Australian Schools

- developed by the National  
Environmental Education 
Network (NEEN)
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Sustainable Schools partnership 
across all states and territories in
Australia – ‘AuSSI’

‘For all Australian schools 
to work toward becoming sustainable’

Pilot Programs 2002-05
NSW, Victoria & Queensland

Programs in all states & territories from 2007

AuSSI is a working party of the NEEN
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‘AuSSI’

www.environment.gov.au/education/aussi

Website that brings together the programs from 
across Australia with resources and case studies

Partnership document between the states, 
territories and commonwealth

Collaboration with web resources

Adapting and sharing 

Increased program support from 2008
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Sustainable Schools NSW website 

www.sustainableschools.nsw.edu.au

Main portal for all sustainable Schools work in NSW 
and in negotiation with AuSSI partners to adapt 

• Student learning resources
• Monitoring tools – energy, water, materials
• School Environmental Management Plan template
• School Case studies
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Learning Resources

School planning 

Student activities

Audit tools 

Curriculum linkages
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School Energy Audit sheets
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Aims 

Increase

• Integrating Environmental Education activities 
with classroom programs

• Learning Resources linked to syllabus 
statements

• Learning experiences and assessments linked 
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School Planning
School Environmental Management plan

• Help schools identify environmental issues

• Sets environmental goals

• Supports links to student learning

• Integrates learning resources
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On-line template

12 questions

Formats report

Develops action
plans

Monitor and report 
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Action Plans Waste in the school grounds Indicator: Awareness of waste issues in students 

Strategy
Action Time Resources Indicators Responsibility

Curriculum Strategies

Review teaching 
programs

Stage 3 teachers to review the Science & 
technology outcomes/activities in the current 
'Our Place' unit to include local bushland / 
ecosystem study, leading to revegetation 
action 

2007 Professional 
Learning time

Present & 
discuss at staff 
meeting 

Stage 3 teachers

Resource Management

Implement new bin 
systems

Design & tech task Stage 4 Term 3 D & T teachers Enviro team & 
D & T teachers

Enviro team

Audit waste teachers PD 2007 curric team teachers principal

Participate in waste 
related events

no waste lunch 2007 litter monitors lunch audirs, classroom teachers

Grounds Management

Undertake grounds 
planning

Student investigate, describe and develop a 
report on the bushland area. Develop 
revegetation plan with council staff. Implement 
planting activitiy

2007 Council staff, plants 
& equipment

Stage 3 
teachers

Stage 3 teachers, 
council staff
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HCC Regional EE Strategy

• Improving coordination of EE services to 
get the best value for schools

• Providing QT resources that fill curriculum 
gaps 

• Meeting professional development needs 
for teachers
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• Providing QT resources that fill curriculum 
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• Meeting professional development needs 
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Major Directions

• Working towards joint on-line promotion 
and resource support

• Energy and water two major strands
• Commitment to involve students in 

managing and monitoring energy and 
water consumption 

• Recognised climate change as an urgent 
issue. Schools need help understand 
future impacts 
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Water Focus for Central Coast 
schools

• Installation of water smart metres to allow 
real time monitoring of water consumption

• Water Tight, a one day program offered to 
schools through sponsorship from Local 
government

• Platypus Pete, home-based research 
program
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Energy focus for Hunter schools

• Through Newcastle Council 5 Newcastle 
High Schools selected for installation of 
Climate Cam for Schools, students  
download real-time information about 
energy consumption for their school.

• Establishment of HCC Climate Change 
learning community
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Thank you

Mark Caddey
Sustainable Schools Coordinator

mark.caddey@det.nsw.edu.au

Chris Prietto
Principal, Wetlands Education Centre

chris.prietto@det.nsw.edu.au


